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A RESOLUTION recognizing the 75th Anniversary of the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States.

WHEREAS, 1995 is the 75th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the

Constitution of the United States which secured women’s right to vote; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee was the 36th and deciding state to pass the 19th Amendment

by one vote on August 18, 1920; and

WHEREAS, the suffragists, led by Susan B. Anthony, had struggled from 1850 to 1920

to secure this basic right; and

WHEREAS, some women lost their lives in the struggle and many served time in jail;

and

WHEREAS, history books do not adequately address this rich heritage, particularly the

drama of the final vote in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, numerous Tennesseans were influential in the decades-long struggle,

including Ida B. Wells and Mary Church Terrell of Memphis; Charl Ormond Williams, first

woman vice-chairman of the Democratic National Committee, also of Memphis; Elizabeth Avery

Meriweather, Lide Meriweather and Elizabeth Lyle Saxon, all of Memphis; Kate Burch Warner of
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Nashville; Anne Dallas Dudley, a national officer of the National American Woman Suffrage

Association, also of Nashville; Sue Shelton White of Jackson, state chair of the National

Woman’s Party; Abby Crawford Milton of Chattanooga, state president of the League of Women

Voters; Lizzie Crozier French of Knoxville; Catherine Tatey Kenny, who chaired the League’s

ratification committee; and Bettie Donelson of Nashville; and

WHEREAS, many courageous Tennessee men staunchly supported the suffragists,

including Governor Albert H. Roberts, who called the legislature into special session;

Representative Joseph Hanover of Memphis who led the fight as floor leader in the House of

Representatives, and Senator E.N. Haston, floor leader in the Senate; U.S. Senator Kenneth

McKellar; former governors Tom C. Rye and Ben Hooper, and Harry Burn of Niota, who cast the

deciding vote for suffrage; and a united Shelby County delegation; and

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee wishes to join in this celebration of the suffrage

struggle, which was bipartisan and biracial; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE NINETY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING,

That we hereby proclaim 1995 as the Year of Women’s Suffrage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation to Senator Thelma Harper, and Ms. Paula Casey, Co-chairpersons of the

Tennessee Commemorative Woman’s Suffrage Commission.
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